CURATOR’S PANEL
February 9, 2016 6:30 – 8:30pm
Smith Center for Healing and the Arts
As part of the Al-Mutanabbi Street Starts Here DC 2016 project Smith Center for
Healing and the Arts is featuring a panel conversation with the curators who
selected the various and diverse exhibitions around Washington DC.
Join the panel conversation to understand their curatorial methods, appreciation
for the works from the Middle East and contemporary world-wide artists, and ask
them questions about the complexity of organizing exhibitions as part of the AlMutanabbi Street Starts Here project.
Moderator: Nancy Sausser
Nancy Sausser is the Exhibitions Director at McLean Project for the Arts. She
has been curating exhibitions for over twenty years, previously at Montpelier
Cultural Arts Center and Harmony Hall Regional Center. A sculptor and arts
writer as well as a curator, her writing has been featured in publications such as
the Washington Post and FiberArts Magazine, as well as in exhibition catalogs
and exhibition essays.
Panelist Bios
Phil Davis is Acting Director of the Brentwood Arts Exchange.
Anne Evenhaugen is the director of the Smithsonian’s American Art and Portrait
Gallery Library in Washington, DC. Anne holds a BA in Art History from Mary

Washington College, an MLS from the University of Maryland, and an MA in
Curating Art from Stockholm University.
Helen Frederick is recognized as a distinguished artist, curator, educator,
coordinator of international projects, and as founder of Pyramid Atlantic. As an
advocate for and an active participant in the Washington, D.C., metropolitan area
arts scene, she has served on the directorial boards of alternative art spaces,
various local and national boards and national peer-review panels.

Jessica Kallista is an artist, poet, and curator. In 2014 she founded Olly
Olly, an alternative art space in Fairfax, Virginia, in order to create space
for local art and artists with a focus on experimental, conceptual, and
performance art. She has curated art exhibitions at Epicure Cafe for the
past two years. Most recently she curated Embracing the Power of Artistic
Practice at Olly Olly in conjunction with AMSSHDC2016.
Shanti Norris is Executive Director of Smith Center for Healing and the Arts. She
initiated the Smith Center hospital Artist-in-Residence program and Healing Arts
Gallery. She runs the weeklong retreats for people with cancer, and oversees
new initiatives, including the Faith-based Community Navigation project at Smith
Center.
Jenna Rinalducci is Art and Art History Librarian at George Mason University.
Mary Sebold, who selected the poetry for the The Night and the Desert Know
Me, holds a degree in Arabic literature from the University of Pennsylvania. For
many years, she directed cultural programs at the Middle East Institute in
Washington.
Casey Smith is a scholar and poet who has taught at the Corcoran School of
Arts & since 1997. His research interests center on Anglo-American biblio-culture
of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

About the Festival

Al-Mutanabbi Street Starts Here DC 2016 is a book arts and cultural festival
organized for January through March 2016, throughout the Washington, D.C.
area. Exhibits, programs, and events are commemorating the 2007 bombing of
Baghdad’s historic bookselling street, and celebrating the free exchange of ideas
and knowledge, to stand in solidarity with the people of Iraq, who have endured
so much; and with people at home and abroad who are unable to make their
voices heard. The street in question is named after the famous tenth century Iraqi
poet Al-Mutanabbi. Booksellers, who survived the bombing, rebuilt their stores
and are once again in business. They sell works by Sunnis, Shiites, Christians,
and Jews, children's books, and progressive publications from around the world.
The Al-Mutanabbi Street Starts Here project began as a call from San Francisco
poet Beau Beausoleil in 2007 for writers, and it quickly moved on to incorporate
artists, artist books and printmakers all who are still responding to bear witness to
a tragic loss of a center of literacy and humanity in Iraq. Al-Mutanabbi Street
represents a street of booksellers, printers, and readers, a street where people
still felt “safe” among all the words and books. This is the project’s starting point:
where language, thought, and reality reside; where memory, ideas, and even
dreams wait patiently in their black ink.
Project Partners
George Mason University’sSchool of Art and George Mason University Libraries,
Split This Rock, Smith Center for Healing and the Arts, McLean Project for the
Arts, Corcoran School of the Arts and Design at The George Washington
University, Busboys and Poets, Georgetown University, Cultural DC, Smithsonian
Libraries, Brentwood Arts Exchange, Northern Virginia Community College,
George Mason University Student Media and Fourth Estate Newspaper.
Support
Al-Mutanabbi Street Starts Here DC 2016 is made possible in part by grants from
the Doris Duke Foundation for Islamic Art, the National Endowment for the Arts,
and the DC Commission on the Arts & Humanities. Additional support received
from the College of Visual and Performing Arts at George Mason University.
Busboys and Poets and The Bozzuto Group are alsomajor sponsors.
For further information please see: amsshdc2016.org

